
August 26, 2005 

Michael Schall 

Thank you for submitting the description of the Yellow-headed Blackbird you found 
October 23, 2003 at the Llttle Gap Hawk Lookout. The report circulated twice and was 
eventually voted 4-3 as Class IV-A: A record for which there exists a majority of 
evidence in support of the observer's identification; the record is probably correct, but not 
beyond reasonable doubt. 

It is clear that you saw a yellow-headed blackbird, but not that it was Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus. Icterids are more frequently found with odd pigmentation than other 
groups of birds. My main concerns with the documentation were that the bird was 
described as "about the size of a Red-winged" and that the head was "orange-yellow". 
Adult male Yellow-headed Blackbirds are lemon yellow on the head and larger than a 
Red-wing, as well as noticeably chunkier. These inconsistencies bring up the possibility 
of an aberrant Red-wing since that species contains both red and yellow pigments, which 
in combo on a odd bird could produce the orange-yellow color. In light of the briefness of 
the sighting of the observation I think it is best treated as "one that got away". 

Thanks again for sending in the description. 

Sincerely 

Matt Sharp 
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee. 
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. I Record No: 859-02-2003 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) 

Date of Sighting: 23 October 2003 to 23 October 2003 
Location: LITTLE GAP HA WK LOOKOUT 
County : NORTHAMPTON 
Observer(s): Michael Schall 

Date of Submission: 2003 
Submitted by: Michael Schall 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Video: No 

Member Class I Class II Class III Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R. Wiltraut >< 
D. Heathcote )( 

P. Guris X 
J. Stanlev X 
E. Witmer )( 

R. Leberman -41, X 
M. Sharp X 
TOTALS 'f ~ 
DECISION 

. 
Comments: 'Ill 6o 7Z) 2PC> £oJ.1.(/J 

~ 

Signature(Secr~~ 
.. ----. 

Date: 
'1'i I Ct,//) 
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. • • Record No: 859-02-2003 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round Two 

Species: Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) 

Date of Sighting: 23 October 2003 to 23 October 2003 
Location: LITILE GAP HA WK LOOKOUT 
County : NORTHAMPTON 
Observer(s): Michael Schall 

Date of Submission: 2003 
Submitted by: Michael Schall 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Video: No 

Member Class I Class II Class III Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R. Wiltraut X. 
D. Heathcote ,c 
P. Guris X 
J. Stanlev X 
E. Witmer ~ 

R. Leberman ~ 
M. Sharp >< 
TOTALS '-{ > 
DECISION 

X 
Comments: \/( 3 

~ / 
Signature(Secretary)~~ ~ ~ Date: gf¥ClT 

/C,,/ ~ ....... -




